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Living with Real Hope
17 July 2011 — St Luke’s Church, Pukerua Bay 

Readings: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; Romans 8:12-25

Today’s reading from Romans contains many teachings and lots of ideas.

Towards the end of the reading, the word that stands out for me is hope.

This led me to ask, “What does it mean to live with real hope?”

I wonder if I sparked your curiosity with the three video clips earlier.
[I played three video clips for the congregation. They are described below]

Let me explain a bit more about them.

The first clip is from about 1964 and shows some of my relatives on my mother’s side. I think the film was 
taken in New Plymouth. My aunt had a Super 8 movie film camera – pretty flash gear for the time. A few 
years ago, an uncle transferred the film to video cassette, by projecting the movie on to a screen and videoing 
that with a video camera. He added the cheesy music. I have now transferred the movie to computer or 
“digitised” it as the jargon goes. The movie is a bit blurry, as you lose image quality with each transfer, but it 
is lovely to have these pictures from my family’s past. Some of the people in the film have since passed on: my 
granddad and grandma, my uncle George and Aunt Noeline. Others are still alive. The children, my cousins, 
are now in their 50s or 60s.

Think back to New Zealand in the mid-1960s. Life was simpler and cheaper. A pint of milk cost a penny. 
Britain would happily buy as much surplus butter and sheep meat as we could produce. You could borrow 
for a house from State Advances at 2½ or 3 percent. Anyone with a steady job had a good chance of buying 
their own home. Sunscreen was unheard of because the ozone layer was intact and blocked UV rays, so we 
took a long time to burn in the sun. Petrol was plentiful. Land was plentiful. We thought that race relations 
were pretty good too. The whole film has a golden glow.

Was society perfect then? Of course not. But looking back, my memory of the time is that it was easy to live 
well, to live our lives with an expectation, a hope, that the future would be bright.

The next video clip brings us up-to-date. It is from a TV documentary series called Big Ideas for a Small 
Planet, produced by the Sundance Channel in America in 2008.

How does today’s world compare with the 1960s? Oil and other natural resources are under pressure. In 
1964 there were 3.3 billion people on this planet. In 2011 there are 6.9 billion, more than twice as many. Our 
rivers and the oceans are getting polluted. Young people find it hard to get worthwhile jobs, and adults are 
worried about keeping theirs. Fewer people in New Zealand can afford to buy their first home. Bad news 
and images of disasters travel around the world in a flash. Our climate is changing for the worse and human 
activity is the biggest cause of this. Our society has become more diverse and culturally interesting, but more 
violent too. Alcohol and drugs are easy to obtain. There is a lot to worry about. It would be easy to lose hope.

Cue our factory owner fighting back by making disposable cups and food packages from renewable organic 
materials. No more need for oil based plastics to do this job. And his cups will biodegrade in 6 months. I 
love his enthusiasm, the way he looks so pleased with himself – and why not. He has used his talents and 
imagination to help make a difference in the world. Smart thinking.

The last clip is also from the Big Ideas for a Small Planet series. This time, high school students in Los Angeles 
are trying to get Styrofoam plastic cups banned from their school cafeterias. They have made rafts and boats 
out of discarded plastic containers and as a publicity stunt are seeing if they will float and carry a person. 
They have got the attention and support of a city councillor. They have started a petition. Their creative 
teacher has had the courage to let them run with their ideas. Will they make a difference to their world? 
Maybe, or maybe not this time. But I admire their enthusiasm and passion. They give me a glimmer of hope 
that people can change and will learn to stop harming our environment.

* * * * *
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What are we to make of the parable of the weeds in our reading from Matthew this morning?

Jesus is in Galilee. He attracts big crowds wherever he goes, talking about his vision for a new kingdom of 
heaven. In Jesus’ time the Holy Land was occupied by the Romans. How come they let Jesus go about freely, 
talking about a new kingdom. Why don’t they arrest him as a trouble-maker – as they will when he later 
creates a disturbance in the Temple in Jerusalem?

Jesus was too clever for them. He didn’t stay in one place for too long. And his message was not a direct 
challenge to the Romans or their local representatives. Instead Jesus taught in coded parables. If asked by 
the authorities he could always claim to be just another travelling teacher using pastoral metaphors. A few 
people in the crowd would understand, and that was enough for his ideas to gradually take hold.

Matthew’s gospel was compiled about 40 or 50 years after Jesus died. By then the Temple in Jerusalem 
had been destroyed. Those faithful Jews who also followed Jesus were starting to be ejected from the local 
synagogues. A major focus of Matthew’s gospel is to encourage more Jews to leave that tradition and become 
Christians. So, when Jesus explains the parable to the disciples there is an emphasis on being the good seeds 
and following him. Everyone else, the others, will be gathered up and cast into the fiery furnace.

This teaching could be interpreted as looking forward to the day when God will judge the good and the bad 
people, and only accept the good into the kingdom. I’m not comfortable with such a concept of exclusion. It 
doesn’t sit well with my understanding of God as being loving and welcoming. It seems to contradict Jesus’ 
radical teachings and actions about accepting and including others.

But actions do have consequences. If we continue to harm the world, God’s creation, we will all suffer – 
the faithful and the unfaithful alike, those who work for the good of others and those who only think of 
themselves.

We need to be smart to deal with pollution and climate change and over-population – smart like the owner 
of the field. He took a wiser, longer term view than his slaves. He knew that he had to wait until the grain 
was ripe before dealing with the weeds. William Barclay has an interesting take on how this would have 
happened. He suggests that the good grain and the weeds would have been threshed together and spread out 
on a tray before grinding. The bad seed, from the weeds, would then have been picked out by hand.

* * * * *

In the reading from Romans, Paul is also discussing making choices about how we live. We are to let the 
spirit work within us. We are to become part of God’s family, to allow ourselves to be adopted as God’s sons 
and daughters.

Creation will be set free. We will be set free.

We need to work for and wait patiently, hopefully, for that day.

What is the nature of hope?

Let’s contrast it with hopelessness. If we have no hope, what do we do? Nothing. We give up. We take no 
action. Ah, what’s the point?

So, to take the opposite hopeful position, means that we are compelled to act, to help in whatever way is 
realistic and meaningful for us. John Wesley lived a frenetic life, helping and getting involved wherever he 
felt he could do good.

Perhaps, we of more mature years, are past the stage of youthful protest and activism, and can be more 
effective in other ways.

Within the Methodist Church, the Public Questions Network is being revived. One of the topics it is focusing 
on is sustainability. Can we become involved with and support its consciousness raising work on social 
issues and justice?
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What else can we do…?

The world is a challenging place and the future appears uncertain.

We have a choice about how we respond – with despair or with hope. Not a fool’s hope, not a trivial hope – “I 
hope the All Blacks win the rugby world cup.”

No, a real hope, underpinned by the grace of a loving God who welcomes us, and invites us to be part of the 
work of the kingdom here on earth.

Amen.
• • •
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